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;ln terms of nuclear strength, Waltz (2000) points out that strategically, "China can easily raise its nuclear forces to a* 
khe United States if it has not already done so". He goes onto point out that several of China's intercontinental mis-:; 
;any American target and many others; could reach the US west coast. § 

?While the status of'power between the. US and China has some similarities between that of the US and the Soviet i£ 



war, it is unlikely that relations will deteriorate to the degree that they did at thattime. China is further away from the!. 
"Europe and the geography of bast Asia mitigates against the European-style security risk posed by the strength ot:;: 
Soviet Union. China has discarded many of its Marxist ideological constraints in a bid to pursue growth and "pragni;: 
ieconomic policies" : (Ross. 199.9);. This pragmatism has extendedto establishing security ties with. South Korea anS 
;North Korea to moderate its foreign policy The pursuit of economic growth drives China towards friendlier relation!;: 




chann, 



-esources towards costlyVonflict. 
[Chinese leadership have hinted that one oWie ree 
ieconOmicaily is' to counter possible hostilities frorr:': 
'1995): 



ve stated that the differentiation of the military 9 
la more stable, environment in the region. One of 1 
ibe medium term stability between China and the L^S 

1(1999): 

[Because Chinese and U.S. spheres of influence- a;!; 
[separated by water, intervention by one power in h;:; 
ias threatening to the interests of the other power ifS 
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Japan faces geographical constraints of a di:;i; 
:biggest challenge is its size. To become a n';!; 
ineed the necessary resources to support recc 
jdeployments However, in! recent history Jap:;:: 
jreliant Its native resources are insufficient fcS 
irivals. It has been Japan's quest for economS 
jdriven its expansionist. aspirations in the pas:;:; 
itd supply its military during times of war, Jap;:;!; 
jcnailengesfrom its opponents. Prior to and ':;:; 
Japan's incursions nrn China ily ^aij'iM ;-'C 
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^domestic resources In 1939, Japan imported more than 91% of. its 
jmilitary commodities and equipment. By contrast, both China and the 
!US are largely self-reliant. In WWII. Japan could not both expand and 
jcompete with the US. 
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